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In Support of: SB 620

Connecticut must work to develop a strong home and community based network of care by
building a seamless communiiy based infrastructure, developing a flexible benefit structure, and
providing adequate reimbursement for community based providei's. Proposed bill 620 goes a long
way in promoting a strategic design for keeping older adults in the commuhity. The Commissioner of
the Departrhent of Social Services has the important resource of the Lbng_Term Care Needs
Assessment to-identify the areas in critical need of State support and with the greatest possible
impact on .he'lping to divert elders from our existing institutional bias to Aging in Place.

Aging advocates have spoken to the Cpmmission and the Department on the important role of
Aging and Disébility Resou‘r(:e Centers designed to reduce fragmentation of services, enhance optimal
use of diversion programs and educate the general public on the best methods of utilizing assets to
provide long term care. A Statewide commitment to the Aging and Disability Resource Centers or
Single Point of Entry cango a Iong way in making seamless service delivery and Aging in Place a '
| reality. | |

Successful Aging and Disability Resource Center models include a breaking down the silos
betwegn various waiver programs, an integrative uniform application process, access to eligibility
" determination staff, cooperative Medicaid, Disability and Aging departments and strong
communication with municipal decision makers to prioritize infrastructure projects that benefit older
adults. The Resource Center must have community reSources; nutrition, transportation and

homecare to make Aging in Place a reality.
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